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JF HEN your Lordſbip „e following Diſ- 


cos ſe to go abroad in Publick, I could not but think 


E. - - . my Duty ro make it fir wait on your Selt, and beg 


eave to carry about with it your Lordſhip's great Name, 
as its Paſs-port and Proteftion : On that Errand it now 
attends your Lordſhip ; and it ſeems a pardonable Pre- 
ſumption at leaſt, to hope, that your Lordſhip will not 


refuſe to Patronize, what you have already been pleas d 
zo Apprave. . | - 


If your Lordſhip has been inform'd, with what Unwil- 


lingneſs it firſt appear d befme you ar Okehampton, your 


Lordſbip will eafily believe, twas never deſign d tu go any 


farther; and therefore, it came thither in a Dreſs ſuita- 


ble only to the Coarſeneſs and Roughneſs of its own Coun- 
zrey. Nor dare I nom venture to alter it; becauſe, the 
hone Plainneſs of its Garb, as well as the good Inten- 
tion of it, may (for all I know) be one Reaſon, why your 
Fancy to it. 
But as Iſball not enquire into the Reaſons wbich mov d 
your Lordſpip to order it to the Preſs, ſy neither ſhall T offer 
ro Apologize for what yuur Lordſhip has thought fit to 
Commend. Nor, indeed, world I trouble your Lordſhip 
with one Mord more, but that T have it particularly in 
Charge from my Brethren, not tu neglect this Opportunity 
of expreſſing their just Senſe of your Lordfhip"s great 
Worth, of the Happweſs they enjoy under your Lordſhip's 
Government, .and of the many endearing Marks of your 
Care and Concern lately ſbewn them at your * 
| | | In- 


| The DEDICATION. || 


Viſitation : This, my Lord, is what they ſo ſmeerely do 
fire #9 give a Publick Teſtimony of, that at would be 


r hougbi by them an unpardonabls Omiſfion ſbould I wholly 


 forbear to mention it on this Occaſion. And yet I am ſo _ 
conſcious of my own Unfitneſs for ſuch an Undertaking, 


that I mui beg their Leave only to give my Reaſons 
why I have rather choſen to decline it. x 


\ 


Aud perhaps it will be deen?d no inconſiderable ove; to 
ſoy, That Things of this Nature, tho never ſo true, are 


yer generally look'd on as Flattery and Deſien'; eſpecially 


when they come from one, to whom your Lorafhip bath. 


lately done ſo great an Honour. 


Add to this, that Panegyrics are leaft acceptable to 
thoſe who moſt of all deſerve them. Beſides, your Lord- 
ſhip's great Worth bas already reachbd farther, than tis 
 foffible for theſe Papers ever to come; and therefore your. 


Lordſhip does as little ſtand in need, as you would allow, 
of ſuch an ret To EN 5 


Aszain; _ Loradſhip's Excellencies in the Pulpit, are 


20 more to be expreſs d, thay they are to be imitated; and 
that Tongue which can account for them, and ſet them 


forth better than your Lordſhip*s own Performances, mutt . 


be ſuch an one as this Age hath not produc d. 


Twould be moreover Injurious in me, to take the Prai- 


ſes of your Lor dſbip's Charity out of the Mouths of ſo many 


innocent Children, who will ſhortly proclaim em in a man- 


ner much beyond what I can pretend to; becauſe they will 


Speak out of the Abundance of thoſe Hearts, which will 


be fill d with a ſenſible Experience of your Lordſhip's great 


Goodneſs, Not to obſerve, that Praiſes are ſometimes 
oxdain d, n a peculiar manner, out of zboſe Mouths. 


Aud as unjuft would it be, to engroſs the Commendati- 
on of your Lordſhip's Affability; becauſe, as univerſal as 


718 Influences are, fo common ought the Eulogtums of it 
8 be z and by Conſequence, they are the Right of Every 
Une. Cos, A 3-4-7 Om. 
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But 


The DEDICATION. 

But (my Lord) the greateſt Talk is, to excuſe my. ſel 
For not inſiſting at 3 on your Lor dſbip _ Zl 

al Affection to the beſt of Eccleſiaſticai Eiabliſpments; and 
your . exatt Conformity to that great Apiſtolical Canon, 
Put them in mind to be ſubject to Principalities and 
Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates. * 

Theſe ( my Lord) are the brighteft Gems in Tour Loyd- 
foip's Aitre; The, ſhed a Luſtre on your whole Perſon, 
and, like the precious Ointment on the Head of Aaron, 
ca#t a chearing Influence to the Extremities of your Attire ; 
Theſe have madelTour Lordſhip theHopes and Confidence, 
the Pleaſure and Delight of all vour Clergy. c 

In a Word, (my Lord) Monarchy and Epi ſcopacy are 
your great Care; the Support and Conntenance of theſe 
we, ina great Meaſure, owe to Tour Excellent Lordſhip, 
as we do Tour Lordfbips Self, in a peculiar manner, 20 
Vier moſt Excellent Majeſty. And for both theſe we muſt. 
be for ever indebted, ſince what is ineſlimable, as Reli- 
gion and Loyalty are, can never be paid for. | 

That Tour Lordſhip may ſo long fill the Epiſcopal Chair 
of this Dioceſe, as to leave à laſting Inpraſſon of Piety 
and Loyalty on the Minds of all your Clergy, That the . 
known Loyalty of theſe Weſtern Chun ties may always be 
rewarded with One of Your Lordſhip s Spirit to prefide. 
over them; and that, after a long and very happy Life, 
Tour Lordfbip may bave a Wei: hr of Glory in the Church 
Triumphant, proportion d ro 1he Care and Concern which 
you undergo in, and tor, the Militant and Conflicting . 
Church; are the inceſſant Pravers (1 dare not ſay,of my 
ſelf, leſt I ſtould incur the L'ſjieaſure of all my Breth- 
ren, but) of all Tour Lordſhip <iergy , and, among them, 
in a mot eſpecial manner, of, My LORD, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt dutiful Son, and 
Moſt oblig'd humble Servant, 


W. Roberts. 
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HE B. V. iv. 


No Man taketh this Honour unto himſelf, but be 


that is called of GOD, as was Aaron. 


7 H E Succeſs and very Being of Religion, ſo much de- 
bend on the Divine Commiſſi n of thoſe who ſerve at 
the Altar, that *ctis no Wonder the Grand Adverſary 


of Mankind, among other Methods to compaſs his End, has 


labour'd to propagate theſe Two Opinions: One, That the 


very Diſtin&ion between Hacred and Prof hane is groundleſs and 
falſe : The Other, That rhe Cacred Character is to be extended 


beyond the Limits that God has appointed. The Firſt of theſe 


brings a Conten pt on the Miniſfry in general, and ſo cuts off 


all Religion at once: And the Second fixes the Title of Mini- 
ſters on thoſe who are none; which as ſurely, tho? more lowly, 
produces the ſame Effect. ta Ro 
Now, tho” notwithſtanding theſe, and all other, INFER- 


NAL &4TTEMPTS, Religion has, hitherto kept up ſome. 
Credit and Countenance in the World; and we are intallibly 


aſſur'd, That the Gates of Hell ſhall never totally prevail a- 
ain? it : Let tis too vii ble, tiarthe Church of God has here- 
y ſuffer'd in its molt Eſſential arts; and the Nivine Ordinan- 


ces have been either li- n, :egarded, or profanely, as well as 


ineffectually, adminiſten d. Now, to retrieve the Honour of 
the Chriftian Miriſlry, (without which *tis impoſſible Chriſti- 
anity it felf can ubſiſt) tis nec eſſary to be ſatisfied in theſe two 
Points, the one lainly expre's'd.. and the other oonſequenti- 
ally ſuggeſted, in the Words of my Text: 55 


I. That ud one og ht to exerciſe the Office of A Miniſter in 
the Church of God, without a Divine Commiſſion. 
II. Who may bs truly jad ta have juch a Commillion. 


3 a Ng EG 3 ** J $4344 . 
— Theſe Two Points, therefore, with their Paper, Inferences, 
ſhall be the whole Subject of my preſent, Diſcourſe. 5 
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A Viſtation S E RM O N, 


I. No one m_ exerciſe the Office of a Miniſter in the 
without 4 Divine Commiſſion. This I ſhall 
prove. | 0 


1. From the Words of my Text, and the Arguments Im- 
ply'd therein. . | 
2, From ſome other Conſiderations. 


1. From the Words of Text, and the Arguments imply'd 


therein. No man taketh this Honour to himſelf, but he that 


7s called of God, as was Raron. For the right 1 5 
ot which Words, we are to obſerve, that St. Paul, who, in a 

Probability was the Author of this Epiſtle, among other Ar- 
guments to demonſtrate the Excellency of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion above the Fewiſh, ſhews, that the Sacrifice and High- 
Prieſt of the Goſpel, are ot far greater Worth than thoſe of the 
Law. The Zewiſh Sacrifices could never expiate the Guilt and 
Puniſhment of Sin, becauſe they were dete&ive in their Na- 
ture, and often to be repeated. And then the High- Prieſt was 
a Sinner himſelf, and therefore not ſo well quatify'd to offer for 
the Sins of others. Whereas, under the Gel, as the Sacrifice 
is of infinite Value, ſo the Offerer was perfectly innocent. But 
notwithſtanding the Dignity and Worth of both theſe, there is 
Jomething elſe requiſite to make the Offering compleat, viz.The 
Divine Appointment. For tho? there be infinite Value in the 
Sacrifice, and perfect Holineſs in him who offers it, yet ſtill it 
cannot be Effectual, unleſs they are peculiarly appointed by 
God himſelf, This the Apoſtle ſnlews, wirh teſpect to the S- 
erifice, in ſeveral Places of this Epiſtle; but with reſpe& to 
the OFerer, in the Beginning of this Chapter. For in the firſt 
Verſe he tells us, Every High- Prieſt, being taken from among 
Men, is ordaiwd for Men in Things pertaining to God; that 
he may offer both Gifts and Sacrifices for Sins. And then in 
my Text, NoMan taketh this Honour unto himſelf,but he that 
is called of God, as was haron. From hence it is evident, Firſt, 
That He, who officiates in Divine Matters, is to be ſet apart, 


and to have a diſtin Commiſſion from the reſt of Mankind; 


And, Secondly, This Commiſſion muſt be deridd from Divine 
Inſtitutiom. For upon theſe two Principles the Apoſtle's — 
| ment 
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Preach'd at Okehampton. 49 
: ment depends. It was neteflary, that the High-Prieſt, under 
{ the Chriſtian, as well as Fewiſh Diſpenſation, ſhould be taken 
from audug Men, and divinely appoirſted to his Office-; the 
Reaſon whereof is, becauſe it belongs to God alone to appoint 
his Miniſters. So that whoſoever conſiders the Force ef the 
Apoſtle's Reaſoning, will find, that by Honour is meant, not on- 
ly the High- Prieſthood, as ſome have fancy d, but every other 
Holy Office in the Fewiſh and Chriſtian Church. And con- 
| ſequently, tis the Herght of Preſumption, to execute any ſuch 
Fs - Office without a Diume Commiſſion. | 'S 
By Commiſſion, I all along mean an outwardCall to the Mi- 
niſtry: For tho an inward Call be neceſſary, and no one ought 
to undertake ſo high an Office without a thorow Perſwaſion, 
and Intention, that he can and mill promote, and contribute to, 
the Honour of God, and the Salvatzon of Mens Souls; yet, the 
outward Call is that which the Apoſtle here principally means; 
the being externally appointed and conſtituted to any Holy Of. 
fice, either iumediately by God himſelf, or mediately by thoſe 
ho are divinely authoriz'd to inveſt Men therewith; as Aaron, 
and his on, and the Levifes, were conlecrated, and ſet apart 
by Maſes, by virtue of the Commiſſion he received from God 
for that End. 25 | 7 
Now, beſides the plain Meaning of my Text, here are three 
other invincible Arguments 1mply'd,- to prove the Neceſſity of 
| _ a Divine Commiſf5n, to quality a Perſon for any Sacred 
Mice. = | EY 1 
1/?, The Dignity of the Office it ſelf. adly, The conſtant 
Practice among the Fews. And, 3dly, The Example ot our 
Saviour, © | | | | 
IJ, The Dignity of the Office it ſelf. The Apoſtle here calls 
it an Honour; and it will appear to be an Honour of a ver 
high Degree, if we conſider its Nature and Deſign. The Mini- 
ſters of Religion are the Repreſentatives of God Alnughty 3 
they are to publiſh his Laws, to paſs his Pardons, and to pre- 
tide in his Worſhip :. God has committed to them the Keys of 
his Kingdom, and whoſeſoever Sins rhey duly remit, they ſhall 
be remitted, and who'eſoever Sins they retam, they ſhall be re. 
tim d. They are the Stewards of the Myſteries of God, the Di- 
_ Jpenſers of his Holy Word and Sacraments : In ſhort, they ace 
the Meſſengers and Ambaſſadors of Heaven, and on their 
N | A 4 — 


4 A Viſitation SER MON, 
Ainiftrations the Aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit, and all the 
Graces of a good Life, depend. All theſe Characters and Pow- 
ers are alcrib d to em in Holy Scripture; which ſufficiently de- 
monſtrate the Dignity of their Function, and are a plain Argu- 
ment, that None but God himſelf can give them their Commiſ- 
ſin. For who dares, without the expreſs Orders of Heaven, 
undertake an Office which includes ſo many and ſuch great Par- 
ticulars? Should any One take upon him the Character of an 
Anibaſſador; ſnould he offer Terms of Peace to Enemies, pre- 
tend to Naturalize Foreigners, and grant Pardons, without a 
Commiſſion from the Supreme Magiſtrate ; as all his Acts 
would be null and void, ſo he would be highly criminal againſt 
his Prince, and liable to the ſeveres! 2 The Appli- 
cation is ſo eaſy, that the Heathens themſelves would never 
. venture to Officiate in Religious Matters without a ſupposd 
* Inſpiration from Heaven, or a previous initiation by thoſe. 
þ whom they thought intruſted by the Deity for that purpoſe. 
N _ 2dly, Let us conſider the conſtant Practice among the Jews. 
K The Apoſtle here makes the Calling of Aaron the Pattern of 


all other Miniſters in the Fewiſb and Chriſtian Church. It is 
0 uſual with the Writers of the New Teſtament, as well as the 
1 Ancient Fathers, to enforce the Obligation of the Goſpel Inſti- 
_ tations, by comparing them with thoſe of the ſame, or a like, 
Nature under the Law; and therefore, ?tis of great Moment to 
conſider the Practice of the Fewiſb Church in the Caſe now be- 
tore us. And we all know, that None could approach the Pre- 
fence of God, to miniſter in Holy Matters, but ſuch as were 

particularly appointed by him. When God inſtituted Offer- 
ings and Sacrifices, and the other Poſitive Parts of his Woriſhp, 
He, at the ſame Time, ſet apart a peculiar Order of Men to be 
the Adminiſtrators of them: So that the Perſons who were to 
miniſter, were equally of Divine Inſtitution with the Miniſtra- 

tions themſelves. Thus Aaron, and his Sans, and the Levites, 
were Conſecrated by the expre/s Command of God to Mofes ; 
and they had all of them their diſtin Commiſſion from Hea- 
ven, and no leſs than Death was the Penalty of invading their 
Othce, Num. 3. 10. & 18.7. Nay, God was more than or- 
-dinarily jealous of this Honour, and vindicated it, even at the 
Expence af ſeveral Miracles: Thus, when Corah, Dathan and 
Abiram (tho Levites, and conſequently nearer to the _ . 

. is | 5 oly 
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Holy Matters than the reſt of the Congregation #/urpd the 


Prieſts Office, God Abgy  —_—— ſtroy'd both 


them and their Aſſociates; and their Cenſers were ordered to be 
beaten into broad Plates, and fix'd en the Altar, to be ever- 


{afting Monuments of their. Sacrilege, and a Caution to all the 


Children of Iſrael, that none ſhould preſume to offer Incenſe 
before the wo but the Seed of Aaron, who alone were Com- 


miſſionꝰd to this Office, Num. 16. Thus Uzzzh was, by the 


immediate Hand of God, ffruck dead on the Spot, for touch- 
ing the Ark, tho' he did it out of Zeal to hinder it from fal- 
ling, 2 Sam. 6. 6,7. To fhew, that wo Pretence of doing 
God Service can juſtify the Meadling in Holy Things. An 
King Uzziah 1 to offer Incenſe before the Lord, was 
judicially ſmitten with lo exclu 
not only from all Sacred, but even C ivil Society, 2 Chron. 26. 
16, c. A plain Argument, that the Sacerdota} is not inclu- 
ded in the Regal Office, nor derived from thence; but is of a 
diſtinct Nature and Inſtitution, I omit many other Inſtances 
of the like Nature. I EE 
Now, theſe Tye are written for our ſake,and for our Ex- 
ample, that None of us ſhould lu after prohibited Things, and 
invade an Office which does not belong to us. For, as St. Je- 
rom rightly obſerves, What Aaron, and his Sons, and the Le- 
vites, were in the Temple, ſuch are the Biſhops, Preſbyterc aud 
Deacons in the Chriſtian Church. Theſe ate appointed by God, 


as Thoſe were; and there fore, it can be no leſs Sacrilege to u- 


ſurp their Office; nav, it muſt be far greater, becauſt the Ha- 


nour of the Miniſtry, as the Apoſtle argues, riſes in proportion 


to the Dignity of their Miniſtrations. Now, it can't be de- 
ny'd, that Realities are more valuable than Types ; Heaven is 
better than the Land of Canaan, and the Sacraments of the 


of the Law. 


zaly, Let us conſider the Example of our Saviour, who (as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, in the Verſe after my Text) glorifyd not 


himſelf to be made a High. Prieſt, but he that ſaid unto him, 
Thou art my Son, to Day have ] begotten thee. Tho? our Savi- 

our wanted no Gift to quality him for this Office, as having 
the Divine Nature inſeparably united to his Humane, and 


Eiving ſufficient Evidence of his Abilities, when but Twelve 


Years 


eproſy, and ſo excluded for ever after, 


1 0 to be preferred before all the Cferings and Expiatiaus 
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6 A iſitation SERMON, Nj 
| Yeaisold; and tho' the Neceſſities of Mankind called loudly 
for ſuch an Inſtructer, yet he would not enter upon his Office 
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ly teaches us, that no Internal Qualifications, no Go 


1 


*till he was externally Commiſſion'd thereunto, by the V:/ible 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon him, and by an audible Voice 
from Heaven, proclaiming him to be the Meſiah; and he was 

then about Thirty Years old. Al] the former part of his Life 
he ſpent in a private Capacity. He had Power and Authority 


1 beyoed any other Man whatſoever, to take this Honour to bim- 
F 


and yet he abſtain'd from it, till this Commiſſion was ſo 
remarkably given him by bis Father He came to fulßl all 
ee and therefore would do nothing that might 
eaſt Encouravement to'an undue Behaviour. And as 

is Example is to be a Rule and Pattern in other Matters, fo Eſ- 
pecially in this. For indeed, there can no probable Reaſon be 
given of his deferring ſo long to enter upon his Office, but 


that he might thereby inſtru& us in the High Nature of the Go/- 
pel Miniftry,and 1 all Perſons from intruding into any 


Sacred Office in the Chriſtian Church. For his I pn. 

nd 
or Intention, can warrant a Man's Exerciſing any Holy Fun- 
ction, without a Divine Commiſſion, 


Which having thus prov'd from the Words of my Text, and 
the Arguments imply d therein, I ſhall now, in the Second Place, 
briefly mention ſome few others. | 


(1) Then, we may obſerve, that tho? our Saviour had many 
Followers, yet none ot them preſum'd to Preach or Bapltize, 
or perform any other Sacred Office, rill they were particularly 
Commiſſion'd by Him. Thus St. Mark tells us, Chap. 3. v. 14. 
15- That of all thoſe who came unto bim, he Ordarm'd 
Twelve, that the might be with him; and that he might ſend 
them forth ty Preach, and t, have lower to heal yickneſſes, 


And to caſt out Devils ; and afterward, the :ther Seventy, which 


went out upon 4 {ike Errand, were eſpecially appointed by 
hun. So likewiſe, atter bis Reſurrection, when he advanc'd 


the Eleven to be Ap ſtles, he did it in a moſt Solemm Manner: 


For firſt, he aſſurꝰd them of his own Anr»ority, All Power, 
fays he, is given me, in Heaven, and in Earth. After which, he 
breath'd on them, and ſaid, Receive ye the Holy Ghaſt. * 


Preach'd at Okehampton. \ 


he gave them the Power of the Keys, and Authority to exerciſe 


all the Holy Offices in the Chriſtian Church, and to convey the 


fame Authority to others; promiſing, that he would be always 


with them and their Succeſſors even to the End of the World, to 


ratify and confirm what was done in his Name, and agreeably 
to this Commiſſion. Now from hence *tis plain, that it was our 
Saviour's expreſs Will and Intention, that all thoſe who are 


Miniſters in his Church, ſhould derive their Authority, either 


wediately, or numediately, from Heaven. And accordingly 


_ ve may cblerve, 


(2.) That in the Beginning of Chriſtianity, all thoſe who of. 
Kciated in Divine Matters, received their Commifſfion either 
from God himſelf, or from Apeſtolical Hands, and very com- 
monly from both : For we have many Inſtances hereof in the 
New Teſtament.and the other Writings of the Three Firſt Centu- 
ries v. The Seven Deacons were conffituted by the Apoſtles : 
And St. Paul and Barnabas Ordaiwd Elders, or Preſbyters, in 
every Church, which they planted : And the other Apoſtles 
uſed the ſame Method : As St. Clemens (who lived. and wrote 


in their Time) witneſſes; Chrift { (ſays he) was ſent by God, 


and the Apoſtles by Chrift : And after our Saviours Reſurre- 
&ion and Aſcenſion, the Apoſtles went forth in the Power and 
Aſſurance of the Holy Spirit, and preached the Kingdom of 
God to all Countries and Cities : And the Frrſt- Fruits, or 
thoſe whom they firſt converted, having try'd and prox'd them 
by the Spirit, they conſtituted and ordained, Eis Emoutns; 
„ Luznuoves Tov pr) Nivrav mio, i. e. To be Biſhops 


and Neacons, of thoſe who ſhould afterwards believe, I need 
net mention any more Inſtances : For Scripture and Antiquity - - 
is full of em. Which abundantly proves the Neceſ/ity of a Di- 


vine Commiſſion, in order to the being a Miniſter in the Chri- 
ſtian Church. | | | 


I proceed now to the Second Point I propoſed to ſpeak to, 


which was, to conſider, 


II. Who may be truly ſaid to have this Divine Commiſ- 


| Kon: And here I ſhall not doubt to affirm, that None, but | 


_ thoſe 


Vid. Dodwel. Diſſert. II. in Irenzurm, Sect. 20. 21, Ge. 
+ Ads 14. 23. 1 1 Epiſt. ad Corinth. Sect. 42. 
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2 4 Viftatim SERMON. 
thoſe who are Ordain'd by ſuch as we now commonly call Ba 
Hops, can have any Authority to minſter in the Chriſtian | 
Church: For, that the Power of Ordination is len Jodg'd in 


that Order, I ſhallprove from the Iuſtitution of our vaviour 


and the conſtant Practice of the Apoſtles. That the Powey o 
Ordination, Iodg'd in the Apoſtles, was of Divine Þffitution, 
I ſuppoſe, no one will queſtion, who reads tiiefe Words of our 


Saviour to them after his Returreftion : As my Father ſent nie, 


fo ſend 1 os Job 20. 21. And lo, I am with you alway, e- 
ven to the End of the World, Mat. 28. 20, For from hence it 
is evident, Firſt, That it was by a Divine Commiſſion that our 
Saviour ordain'd, or ſent his Apoſtles. Secondly, That by 
virtue of the ſame Commiſion, the Apoſtles were at that Time 
impower' d to ordain, or ſend others, And, Thirdly, that this 
Commiſſion to ordain, was alway to continue in the Chriſtian © 
Church, and to remain in ſuch Hands as the Apoſtles ſhould 
convey it to : All this, I fay, is evident from theſe Words of 


our Saviour, when duly conſider'd and compar'd. And hence 


this Propoſition naturally tollows : WHOEVER has aPower 
to Ordain, 97 derive it from the Commiſſion which our Sa- 
viour receiv'd from God, and gave to his Apoſiles, and was by 
them convey'd to their Succeſſors. The only way then to 
know in whoſe Hands this Commiſſion is nom lodg d, is, to en- 
uire, what Perſons were appointed by the Apoſtles ts ſucceed 
them in this Office. Now, tis plain to any one, that will read 
the Scripture without Prejudice, that there were Three diſtinct 
Orders of Miniſters in the Chriſtian Church in the Apoltles 
Days, and whioh were defigned to continue to the End of the 
N ala. The lowe N of theſe Orders was that of Deacons. 
Theſe were at firſt, by the Direction of tbe Apoſtles, nomina- 
ted and choſen by the People, but inveffed in their Office by the 
laying on of the Apoſtles Hands. They were ordain'd, not 
only to take Care of the Poor, but alſo to Preach and Baptize; 
as is evident from the Inſtances ot St. Stephen and St Philips ; 
who were Two of the firſt Seven. Secundly, We read of a high- 
er Order, who were alſo inveſted in their Oflice by the Apo- 
files: Theſe are commonly called Presbyters, or Elders, in 
Scripture ; tho? that Name was not appropriated to them, till 


the latter End of the Apoſtolical Age, as will appeat afterwards. 


Theſe had, and fill have, a Power to Preach, and to adnini- 


fer 
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ſter the Sacraments, to pronounce Abſolution, and. in ſome 
Caſes, and upon ſome Occaſions, to rule and govern the Chri- 
ſtian Church. And then, Thirdly, we likewiſe read of another 
Order, who were Superiour to, and had Authority over, both 
the former: Such were, beſides the Apoſtles, Timothy and Ti- 
tus. For tis plain, from the Epiſtles St. Paul wrote to em, 
that they prefided over the Preſbyters They had Power to en- 
force them to their Duty, to receive Accuſations again, and 
judicially to paſs Sentence upon, them: Which abundantly 

roves their Superiority 3 and ſeveral others were conſtituted 
bo the Apoſtles to the ſame eminent Office. Such were St. 
James, ſurnamed the Juſt, and Epaphraditus ; who are ter- 
med Apoſtles. or * 1 by all Antiquity. And ſuch, in all 
probability, were thoſe whom St. Paul calls Apoſtles of tho 
Churches, 2 Cor. 8. 23. and joyns with Titus. Such alſo were 
thoſe Angels of the Churches, mentioned in the Revelation. = 

I know ſome have been pleaſed to tell us, That Timothy and 


Titus, and thoſe Others of the higheft Order, were extraordi- 


nary Officers in the Chriſtian Church, and ſo of temporary In- 


| /titution only; but this is ſaid without any Ground, or plauft- 
dle Pretence. That they were ſometimes ſent upon eætraordi- 


nary Meſſages, and had a Power, pon Occaſion, to do extra- 
ordinary Things, ſuch as Miracles, Cc. is very true; but then 
the ſame is to be ſaid of the Presbyters and Deacons. Philip 
(we know) was only a Deacon; and yet God employ'd him 
in feveral extraordinary Matters. And the working of Mira- 
cles was 10 common in the Beginning of Chriſtianity, that or- 
dinary Chriſtians were frequently endow'd with this Power. 
So that if this were an Argument tor the temporary Inſtitution 
of one Order, it muſt be ſo too for all the reſt : Which they, 
who make the Objection, dare not fay ; and thereby acknow- 

ledge, there is no Force in it. _ 

But they farther urge, that Timothy was an Evanpelif ; be- 
cauie St. Paul bids him, do the Work of an Evangelit?. But in 

Anſwer te this, Two Things may be ſaid ; either of which fully 


_ anſwers the Objection. Fir, ſuppoſing the Office of an E- 
vangeliſt to have been a diſtin Office, and of temporary In- 


ſtitution only, yet there's a vaſt Difference between doing the 
Work of an Evangeliit, and being really ſuch a Oye. * 


e ener IE nn” 
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ſau of Araunah, that, as 4 King, he gave to King David, 
2 Sam. 24. 23. Let I hope, no one will from hence argue, that 
he was really a King. But then, Secondly, An Evangeliſt was 
no diſtinct Officer at any Time in the Chriſtian Church. For 
the proper Notion of an Evangeliſt in the Acts and St. Pauls 
Epiſtles, is, One who was eminenly qualify'd to Preach the 
Goſpel,and had taken very great Pains therein. And therefore, the 
Title of Euangeliſt was meerly accidental, and given as an 
Additimmal, or Surname, to Perſons. Thus St. Philip was 
call'd an Evengeliſt, becauſe, by his laborious Preaching, he had 
converted Samaria, and propagated the Goſpel in ſeveral 
Places: And yet his Office was no more than that ofa Deacon. 
For tho? he was dignity'd with that Title, he could only Preach 
and Beptize, and had uot the Power of Laying on of Hands, 
which both Timothy and Titus had : And therefore, his Office 
was far inferiour to theirs, From all which, ?tis evident, that 
Timothy's Power over Presbyters did not accrue to him upon 
the Account of his being an Fuengelift ſuppoſing he was one: 
And the Meaning of theAdvice of doing theWork of an Evange- 
lif?, can be no more than this, viz. Tuat he ſhould diligently 


Preach the Goſpel, not only to thoſe who were already con- 


verted, but to {nfdels alſo, and thereby enlarge the Bounds 
of Chriſtianity. But this no more proves his Office of Rzling 


Presby ters, and eee. to be temporary, than St. Philip's 
being call'd an Evangetſt proves the Ofiice of Preaching, and 
Baptizing, to be ſo. So that here is nothing to object againſt 


the Permanency and Continuance of the Ottice Timothy and 


Titus were ordain'd to. | 
Indeed, (to uſe the Words of Biſhop Stillingfleet) They, who * 
go about to unbiſhop I'mothy and Fitus, may as well unn/cri- © 
pture the Epiſtles that were written to them, and make them 
only ſome particular and occaſional Writings, as they make 


Timothy and Titus to have been only ſe me particular and oc- 


caſiznal Officers. But the Chriſtian Church, preſerving theſe 
Epiſtles, as of conſtant and perpetual Wſe, did theueby ſup- 
poſe the ſame kind of Office to continue, for the jake whereof 
theſe excellent Epiſtles were written. And we have no 


greater Aſſurance, that theſe Epiſtles were written by St. 


Paul, than we have, that there were Biſhops to ſucceed 
the Apoſtles in the Care and Government of the Churches. = 
| a eleſ. 


Preach d at Okehampton. 11 


cleſ. Caf. p. 11. So that, according to the matureſt Judg- 
ment of this Great Man, the Office ot Timothy and Titus is of 
the /ame Authority, and deſign'd to be of the ſame Continu- 
ance, with the Epiſtle that were written to them. And ſurely, 
Nothing can be ſaid more highly for the Jus Divinum of Epiſ- 

copacy, than this. ls . 55 
From what has been ſaid, it plainly appears, That there were 
Three diſtin Orders ſet apart to the Miniſtry by the Apoſtles. 
Our next Enquiry then is, To how many, or to which ot wer 

the Power of Ordination was committed. Now, that the Le 
Order (viz. that of Deacons) had not this Power, is by all con- 
feſs'd. And the highe# Order (of which Timothy and Titus 
wy had it, we are aſſur'd, by the expreſs Teſtimony of St. 
Paul. The only Queſtion then is, whether the ſecond Order 
(viz. that of Presbjters) was ever inveſted with this Power, The 
Affirmative of which Queſtion can never be prov'd from Scrip- 
ture, or Antiquity, For, 3 5 
I. Tis frivolous to argue from the Commmity of Names to 
the Sameneſs ot Oifice. And therefore, tho the Words Biſhop 
and Presbyter be promiſcuouſly us d, and mere Presbyters fre. 
quently called B:/hops, yet this doth not prove, that therefore 
all the Powers, which belong to thoſe we now call Biſhops, 
were ever lodg'd in thoſe Presbyters. At this Rate of Arguing, 
Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons, would all be but ene Or- 
der: For the Apoſtles are ſome called Arzxovar, Deacons, as 
well as Presbyteys : Nay, our ut himſelt is called by that 
Name: But how rediculous, and abſurd would it be, to infer 
that Deacans have a Power to Ordain, and are Apoſtles, and 
Biſhops, becauſe thoſe, who are called Deacons in Scripture, 
had ſuch a Power, and were called by theſe Names? And yet 
this is the ut, that the Arguments from the promiſcuꝛn 
Uſe of the Words Biſhop and Presbyter can amount to. 
The only Method to prove, that the Power of Ordination be- 
longs to Presbyters, is, to ſnew, that whoever had a Power to 
Preach, and Adminiſter the Sacrament, had alſo a Power to 
Ordain ; or, that whoever were called by the Name of Presby- 
ters, or Biſhops, were inveſted therewith. But this is whatean 
never be done. On the contrary, *tis very evident, that many, 
who were authorized to preach and adminiſter the Sacraments, 
had no Power to Ordain. St. Paul tells Titus, Chap. 1. v.5. 
That for this Care he left him in Crete, that he might = 
| lain 
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alone the Ordination was complea : 
were meer Presbyters, laid on their Hands in Concurrence with 
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dain Elders in every City. But this could be no Cauſe of leaving : 


him there, if the Presbyters, or Elders, had the Power of Ordi- 
nation lodg d in them: For that Iſland had been converted to 
Chriſtianity long before this Epiſtle was written, and before 
Titus came thither: And, no — there were many Presby - 
ters among em, Perſons to preach and adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments to the Inhabitants of that and. The. ſame may be ſaid 
of Timothy's being ſent to Epheſus. To what Purpoſe was he 
ſent thither, if the Presbyters there before had Power to ordain ? 
So; that tho* Presbyters are called Biſhops in Scripture, this 
doth not prove, the Power of Ordination was ever committed 


to them. Neither, : | 


Secondly, Can this be provd from that perpetually quoted 
Paſſage, 1 Tim. 4. 14. where St. Paul exhorts Timothy, not to 
neglect the Gift that was in him, which was given him by Pro- 


Phecu, with the Laying on of the Hands ofthe Presþytery, For 


ſuppofing, Timothy's Ord ination is here ſpoken of, ( which ma- 
ny Learned Men have queſtioned) I have ſhewn before, That 


the 4 oftles themſelves were called by the Name of Presbyters. 


And ſo the Presbyters here mention'd may, very probably, be 4- 
poſtles, as many of the Ancients thought, Certainly St. Paul 
was one of them, or at leaſt among them; and by his Authority 

x Jon tho' one, or more, who 


him, to teſtify their. Conſent and Approbation As is the Cu- 
ſtom at this Day in the Ordination ef a Presbyter; and has 
been ſometimes done at the Ordination of a Biſhop, as in the 
Caſe of Pelagius I. Biſhop of Rome *. And ' tis remarkable, 
that St. Paul (2 Tim. I. 6.) aſeribes the whole of Timothy's 
Ordination to his own Laying on of Hands. In ſhort ; to make 
this Place any thing to the Purpoſe, theſe Three Things at leaſt 
muſt be prov'd : Fuft, That by Presbytery, is here meant a 
Company of Per ſous; Secondly, That theſe Perſons were all 
meer Presbyters ; And Thirdly, That None but ſuch gave Ii. 
ot hy his Ordination. The Firſt of which is wacertan ; The 
Second improbable ; And the Third 2h ſolutely falſe. Not to 
mention ſeveral other Difficulties, which muſt be clear'd, — 

| | | this 


r „ 
Aman; 
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* Vide Bevereg. in Can. Apoſt. 1. | _ 
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this Text can be brought to ſpeak the Senſe, which the Patrons 


of the Presbyterian Cauſe would extort from it. Inſomuch, that 
we may well admire, with the Learned ® Mr, Selden, ( who 
can't be ſufpe&ed of Prejudice in Favour of Epifcopacy ) how 
any can offer this Text, as a Proof of Presbyters Power to 
ordain, Upon the Whole, there is not the leaf? TO 

Y 


I 


Scripture, or Antiquity, of ſuch a Power being convey 


the Apoſtles'to any, but ſuch, as are of an Order ſuperiowr to 
that of Presbyters... e 


For the further Clearing of which, and to ſolve thoſe Dif- 
ficulties this Point has been entangled with, give me leave, as 
briefly asI can, to lay before you my Sentiments, concerning 
the Apoſtles Proceedings inthe Settlement of Officers in the ſe- 
veral Churches, which they plante. N 
The Apoſtles (as I have ſhew'd} receiv'd from our Saviour 


a Divine Commiſfion. Whatever therefore they did in Purſu- 


ance of that Commiſſion, muſt be of Diuine Inſtitution. There 
is then no Reaſon in this Caſe to diſtinguiſn betwern Jus Di- 
vinum and Jus Apoſtolicum, as the Learned Biſhop Bevertdge 
has obſerv'd f: For this Commiſſion was of Divine Authority 
and they were guided by the Infallible Spirit of God in 4 


Things relating thereunto : So that whatever they did, which 


was within the Limits of that Commiſſion, is as much of Divine 
Right and Inſtitutiow, as if God himſelf had immed:ately or- 


derd it: Now the Power of Ordination being expreſly inclu- 
ded herein, (as I ſhew'd before) whatever Offices they ap- 


pointed by vertue of this Power, may truly be {ad to be of 
Divine Inſtitutim. But then as to the Settlement of Perſons 
ordain'd to thoſe Offices in particular Churches, the Apaſtles 
Method ſeems tobe this: / „ 8 
Having receiv'd the aforeſaid Commiſſion from our Saviour, 
and being fill'd with the Holy Ghaſt, firſt of all they eſtabliſh'd 
a Church at Feruſalem, of which they made St. James Preſi- 
dent, or Bifhop; as is evident from his. Authority at the firſt 
Conncil held there, and from the concurrent Teſtimony of An- 
cient Writers. To him they gave a Power of Ordaining, as 
well as Prefiding,in that C A And ke ſeems to have been 
fix'd there ſo ſoon, becauſe of the Multitude of n= 
Ay 55 "> 5 | Place. 
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1670 


= > 


Ws —U—U— ranc > = ä — — SS SE -” 
— 3 . DCE IEEE 


14 A Viſtation SERMON, 


- 


Place. Under him were conſtituted ſome of the two Inferious 


Orders before mention d. This Church being thus ſettled, the 
Apoſtles diſers'd themſelves into leveral Parts of the World. 
And when they had converted a, contiderable Number at any 
Place, they Ordain'd the moſt competent ot them to the Offices 
of Presbyters,and Deacgus. To ti:eſe they committed the Care, 
and Government, of the Church. in their Abſence ; ſtill refer- 


ving to themſelves the Epiſcopal Power of Ordaining, and of 


Viſitimg thoſe Churches, and ſetting im order the Things that 


are wanting. And when there happen'd to beaccaſion tor more 
Presbjters and Deacons by reaſon of the Increaſe 6f Belie- 


* 


vers, they either went in Perſon, or ſent others ihveſted with 


Epoſtolical Pawer 3 who ſometimes were order d to reſide con- 


ſtantly aniong them, and ſometimes were call'd off to attend 


at other Places. So that in ſeveral Churches there were at firſt 


only Presbyters and Deacons fix d, who took care of the Af- 
fairs of the Church in the Apoſtles Abſence. But before the 
Death of all the Apoſiles, Biſhops were ſettled in every Church, 


according to the Model of that at Feruſalem. 


Epiſcopacy therefore, as it implies a Superiority above Pres- 
_ Gyters, and a Right to Ordain, 1s of Divine Appointment, in- 
_.cluded in the Commiſſion, which our Saviour receiv'd from 


his Father, and deliver'd over to the . But as to Di- 
oſeſan Egilcopacy, or the n 10Þ to a certain Di- 
ſtricł, tho? that too be of Apaſtolical Inſuitution, yet it is not 


abſolutely neceſfary, but ſeems to be a prudential Appointment 


of the Apoſtles, tor the Preventing of Schiſms and Diviſions, 
which were likely to ariſe from an Equality of Power among 


the Governours. And therefore it was inſtituted in ſome Places 


ſooner, in others later: But wherever the Goſpel was ſpread, 
it was ſett led before the End of the firſt Century. : 
This I take to be a true Account of the Apoſtles Method in 


ſettling. of Churches, and the Ofhcers therein: And which, if 


ſerioufly-and impartially confider'd, will be tound moſt agreea- 
ble to the Ancient Records of Chriſtianity, in the New Teſt- 
ament, and the Primitive Writers. And by this- Account we 
may anſwer the moſt Con/iderable Obje&ions, that have been 
made againſt the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy. For, 

t, From hende we may eaſily account tor all thoſe Places 
of Scripture, which are brought to prove the Identity - Bi- 
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pops and Presby ters; as Acts 20. where the ſame Perſons, that 
are calbd Elders or Presbyters in the 14th Verſe, are call'd 

Exriou ori, Overſeers or Biſhops in the 28th. And Phil, 1.1- 
the Apoſtle dire&s his Epiſtle to the Saints which are at Phi- 


_ ms 


lippi, with the Biſhops, and Deacons, And in his Epiſtles to 
1 Timothy, and Titus, having mention'd the Qual:;fications of a 
2 ' Biſhop, he proceeds to-tho e of Deacons, without fo much as 
naming. Presbyters. This is thought by ſome an unauſwera- 


ble Argument againſt the Three-told Order in the Chriſtian 
Church. But not to mention what is commonly ſaid to this 
Ob jection, the foregoing Account will furniſh us with a ful 
| Reply. For I think, we may, and ſhould, grant, that by Bi- 
pops in all thoſe Places are meant only ſuch, as we now call 


| Presbyters. Iheodoret's Opinion being very probably true, 
biz. ® That thoſe of the ig heſt Order, now call d Biſhops, 

, were at firſt calld Apofiles ; and the 5econd Order, now call's : 
Peresbyters, had then the Title alfa of Brf1»ps. And perhaps 

1  where-ever the Word Biſhop is tound in Scripture as apply'd to 


an Eccleſiaſtical Ofheer after our Saviour, the Middle Order is 
always meantF; For tho? the Apoſtles are ſometimes call'd Pres- 
byters, and Deacons, yet they are never call'd Biſhops. Their | 
Office indeed is once call'd Emmoxomy. But in all the fore- 
3 mention'd Places of Scripture, by Efrigmoardi we are to un- 
_ derſtand the Middle Order, which we now call Presbyters. 
( 1) For Hit, in St. Paul's Charge to the Elders of Ephe- 
fs, among all his Directions, there is nothing bur what is pro- 
per to be ſpoken to Perſons of this Order: But not a Word a- 
bout Ordination. Which certainly would not have been omit- 
tkedyif that Power had been lodg'd in them Eſnecially confider- 
ing St. Haul had ſo tair an Oecaſion for it. For when he had told 
em, they ſhould take heed to the Flock 'of Chrif?, over which 
J the Holy Ghost had niade them Bion, ſince after his He- 
| Partuie grievous Wolves would enter in, and of themſelves 
ſome fhould ariſe, ſpeaking perver;e Things, to draw Diſti- 
be EBRD © 
* Jom. 3. p. 47. Edit. Par. 1642. f And therefore in . 
"the Syriac Verſion of the New Teftament the Word Exrig uo : 
#5 uſually rendred by Presbyter, and Emmanony by Presby» - 
teratus. Vide Bevereg. in Gan, Apoſtol. 2. ng. 
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to continue in the Church of Chriſt. And there 
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ples after them, it would have been very natural to have given 


them ſome Caution about ſuch as were to be admitted into Holy | 


Orders, if the Power of Ordination had belong d to them: But 


there is not a Syllable in all that long and affectionate Charge 


concerning that Matter. Which to me is a 17 Argument, 
that twas none of their Province, They ha 


| indeed the Go- 
vernment of the Church of Epheſus, while Timothy, ther Bi- 
ſnop, was abſent ; or rather, before he was their Biſhop, ac- 
cording to the beſt Chronologers : Aud therefore St. Paul ſpeaks 


much to dem concerning that Matter, but nothing that inti- 


mates their Power of Ordination : So that the Perſons, to 
8 be their ſpeaks, were undoubtedly of the Middle Or. 


And thus likewiſe by Biſhops in the Epiflle to the dip. 


ans, ſuch as we now call Presbyters are meant. And there. 


tore in that whole Epiſtle St. Paul gives no Direction to them 
boncerning Ordination. For that was not the Buſineſs of thoſe 
Emoxora, but belong'd to Epahhroditus; whom, Chap. 2.25. 
he calls his Brother, and Companion in Labour; upd 9) 
Amrooacy, but your Apoſtle. And tis ptobable, St. Paul or- 


dain d him to that Office,when he ſent him with this Epiſtle. For 
which Reaſon,at the 29 Verſe of that Chapter, he charges them, 


to receive him inthe Lord with all Gladneſs,and to hold ſuch in 
Reputation, And he is by all Antiquity reckon'd the firſt Biſhop 
of Philippi. And St. Jerom himſelf not only agrees to this In- 
terpreration, but from hence proves, that the Apoftles of Chriff 
convey'd their whole Office, and Autherity, to ſuch only. His 
Words are very remarkable *. Paulatim tempore procedente 
& alii ab his quos Dominus elegerat, ordinati ſunt Apoſtoli: 

cut ille ad Philippenſes Sermo declarat, dicens, Neceſſariimu 
exiſtimavi Epaphroditum veſtrum Apoſtolum ad vos mitere. 

So that the Apoſtolical Office was not 3 but defign'd 

ore the Apo- 


Com. in Gal. 1. 19. f Vid. Tom. 3. p. 323 & 333. Ed. 
Par. 1642. 5 
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Apoſtles. And from the Character here given to Epaphroditus, 
he argues, That the Exiexoms in the Beginning of the Epiſtle 

were to be ſubje& to him; and conſequently no more than 


. 


mere Presbyters. A | 
The ſame Order is alſo meant under the Title of Emioxonma 
in the Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus; and their Office is there 
term'd 1 For in the Qualifications for that Office, 
there is nothing to intimate, that ſuch being Ordain'd would 
have a Power of Ordaining others : And therefore, ſays Theo- 
doret upon the place, Here again St. Paul calls a Presbyter by 
the Name of Biſbop, 1 Tim. 3. 1. And then makes this gene- 
ral Remark *: Formerly the ſame Perſons were called both 
Presbyters and Biſhops ; and thoſe nom called Biſhops, were 
then called Apoſtles : But, in proceſs of Time, the Name of A. 
Poſtle was left to thoſe —_ ftriftly jo called; and the Name 

of Biſbops aſcribed to all the reſt. So that granting tere Preſ- 
94 


ters to be Scripture-Biſbops, which ſome have ſo earneſtly = 


contended for, yet nothing can from thence be inferr'd, to 
prove them to have equal Powers with thoſe we now call Bi- 
ſhops, who are Succeſſors of a higher Order. For in all the 
Directions to and about thoſe called Biſhops in the New Teſia- 
ment, there is nothing ſaid that implies a Power of Ordinati- 
en lodg'd in them. But when St. Paul writes to Timothy and 
Titus, he then expreſly mentions their Power to Ordain; and 
is very large in ſetting down Rules to direct them, when and 
bow to exerciſe it. The Reaſon of which Difference of Lan- 
guage muſt be this, That theſe Iatter had this Power, whereas 
the others had not, and conſequently were of an Inferiour Or. 
der. They might Rule, and govern the Affairs of the Church, 
in the Apoſtles Abſence, aud when they had no fd Biſhop 
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18 A Viſitation SERMON, 
among them; but they had no Authority even at that time to 
Appoint and Or dain other Miniſters: I] at was alway peculiar ** 
to the Apoſttes and thoſe of the Apoflolical Order. The Ob- 
jection therefore oi Presbyte: s being call'd Bi ops in Seripture, 
15 of no Force _ the diftin& Divine inſtitution of Epiſco- 
Pacy ; tor the Bh in Scripture can never be prov'd to have 
a Power of Urdination F 8 © „ 27s 
The Truth of the whole Matter is this: Thoſe who were 
veſted wich this Power in the Beginning of Chriſtianity, were 
commonly known by the Name of Apaſtles; and the Middle 
Qzder had the Appellation, ſometimes of Biſhops, and ſome- 
times of Presbyters. But ſhortly after, the Name of Apoſtles 
were appropriated to thoſe who were conſtituted by our Say1- 
our; their Succeſſors in Modeſty declining ſo High a Title: 
And then the Three Orders were diftingu7f'd by the Names of 
Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons. And this Ciſtin& on was 
Tx'd immediately upon the Death of the Apaſtles, Before, or in 
the very Beginning ot, the Second Century; as appears irom 
this, That all the Writers at, aud after, that Time conſtantly 
reckon up the Three Orders under theſe I hree Hetermiuate 
Titles T. It is therefore maniteſt, that from Presb;ters being 
call'd BHiſhops in Scriptrire, no Colour of Argument can be 
drawn againſt the [hree-fold Order in the Ch rittjan Church, or 
„ | a any 


* And tik it lighly probable, that St. Clemens, who 
wrote in the Apoſtolical Age, aboui the Year of Chriſt 65, 
i Dodwell. Addi. ad Pearf m. 1:fſert. 2. de ducceſ. Cap. Gect. 
24, 25. CF ejuſdem ! rſert, Sing. Cap. 11 apud Pearſon.Op. 
Þ flbum.\ but one Year atter S. Tcul's 20 Ep. to I im thy, and 
betore Biſhops were gentrally fpa'd, and ther T les dete i- 
ned, ſpeaks in the Scrtprure Language. Ami therefore, thro'- 
out his whole Epiftle, by h s and Presbyters, we are to 
under and thoſe of the Second Order. For he no where a- 
ſcribes to them. the Power of Ordinatim; but appropriates 
that to the Apoſtles, and thoſe EX 140; 210 gec, mention- 
ed 1 Ep. Sect. 44. Whom he there plainly intimates to be the 
Apoſtles Succeſſörs, diſt inct from, and ſuperiour to, thoſe hegplls 
by the promi ſe uaus Names of Biſhops and Presb: ters. = 

+ Vid. Bevereg. in Can. Apoſt. 2. Pearſon, Vind, Ignat. apud 
Patres Apoſtolic. Vol. 2. p.402, Cc. : 2 Do 
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mpron. IS” 
any thing urg d in prejudice to the Drvuꝛne Right of. Epi ſcopac 8 
E 5 


he foregoing Account fully Anſwers the common 


jection, which is brought from that famous Paſſage of St. Je- 
rom : Before (ſays he) it was ſard among the People, Fam of © 
Paul, I zn of Apollos, and t of Cepias, the Church was go- 
zernid by a Common Council of Presbyters - But when this 


Parity among the Governours octafioned Schi/ms and Diviſi- 


ons, it was decreed all over the Mild, that One plac d above. 


the reli ſnould be intruſted with the Care of the Church, that 
ſo theſe Miſchiefs might be prevented. Now any inipartial Rea. 
der ot: this. Paſſage will believe, that the Time St, Ferom here 
ſpeaks of, was while the Apoſtles were living: For St. Paul 


tells us, That this was the Language of many, when he wrote . 


to the Corinthians: And this might happen in ſeveral other 
Churches, if (as T have ſhewn) the Middle Order were at firſt 
left by the Apoſtles to govern in their Abſence. So that St. Je- 
rom means no more than this, That at the fir#? Planting of 
Churches, the Presbyters were for ſome Time intruſted with 


the Government of em; the as. ab not thinking it neceſſary 
1a 


to fix Biſhops every where immediately; but afterward, finds 


ing that this Parity among the Governours was wconvement, 


they fix d ſome of the hig het Order in all Churches, & confin'd 
bem within certain Limits; Ut Schiſmatis Semina tollerentur, 


That the Seeds of Schiſm might be remou d, and the Unity f 
the Church prefervd, by the conſtant Reſidence of a Supreme © 
Governour among them. But St. Ferom does not ſay, that 
_ thoſe Presbyters had ever a Power of Ordination; tor that he 


pho in the Biſhops alone. And when he advances e en, 


igheſt, and aſcribes all other Powers to them, he excepts that of 


Ordination; which he would not have done without evident 


Reaſon. For we are to conſider, that St. Ferom was a Man of a 
very high Spirit, and apt to grow hot upon any Oppoſition: 
And when he wrote that remarkable Epiſtle to Evagrizs, and 


thoſe other Paſſages in Favour of Presbytery, (of which Order 5 


he himſelf was) he had been highly provok'd by the Inſolence 
(as he calls it) of the Raman Deacons, who aſſum' d tobe upon 


the Level with Presbyters: And therefore he wrote in the Vehe- 
mence of Paſſion, when he would beſure to a all that he cut 
for the Honour of his own Order: And yet, after all, he is torc'd. 


to acknowledge, that a Power of Ordination does not belong 
ta it. Indeeq, all that he fays is confiſtent enough with the 
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Divine Right of Epi ſcapacy; which he abundantly owns, and 
ves too, in ſeveral places of his Works. 1 5 = 
Zaly, The Alcount I have given, takes off all the Force of 
the Objection, which is founded on the uncertain Succeſſion of 
the firſt Biſhops in ſome of the moſt eminent Churches, ſuch as 
Rome, Antioch, and others; whereof ſome reckon one the firſt * 
Biſhop, and ſome another. Now, we may obſerve, that all 
the Difficulty is concerning who were Biſhops of thoſe Sees in 
the Apoſtolical Age, during the firſt Sixty or Seventy Years af- 
ter our Saviour's Paſſion: For the Su Fo afterward is clear, 
and uncontroverted. But this Difficulty is eafily to be accoun- 
_ ted for, if we conſider, that when the Apoſtles were obliged to 
de abſent from thoſe Churches, where only Presbyters and Dea- 
cons were at firſt fix?d, they left, or ſent, upon all Kmergen= 
cies, a Perſon, or Perſons, with Apoſtolical Power, who were 
to reſide there for a Time only, and then were called off again 
7 the like, or ſome other, important Occaſion, For ass 
Jioceſſes were not preſently ſettled, fo at firſt in very fer, 
Places did any one of the Higheſt or Apoſtolical Order con- 
ftantly reſide : Thus Timothy, after he had been a while at E- 
Pheſus, and exerciſed his Eprſcopal Authority there, was by 
St. Paul ordered to come to him at Rome: Do thy Diligence, 
lays hey 2 Tim. 4. . to come ſhortly unto me. And he. tells 
him, thatCreſcens was then gone to Galatia, and Titus ta Dal- 
matia. So that neither Timothy nor Titus were at that Time 
1x'd Biſhops ; at leaſt, they were not oblig'd to a conſtant 
Reſidence, but executed their Epiſcopal Function in other Pla. 
ces beſides Epheſus and Crete Aud no doubt, many others of 
the ſame Authority did the like. EE. 
Now, ſeveral of theſe Perſons coming to the ſame Place at 
different Times with an Epiſcopal Character. were afterwards 
. call'd Biſhops of that See ; And the Writers of the following 
Centuries,not being able to fix the exact Time of their Reſidence, 
Come call'd One the firſt Biſhop, and ſome Another : Others a- 
gam reckon'd node tor Biſhops of thoſe Sees, beſides the Apo- 
tles, 'till ſome One was fix d there. And this has given Occa- 
fon to thoſe different Accounts of the firſt Succeſſion. For at 
. Jeruſalem, where there was a fd Biſhop at the Beginning, 
We find no Differences in this Matter: So that the Apoſtles not 
immediately fixing Biſhops in ſeveral Sees, but — 
+ | ding 


. 


ſolictely neceſſary. 


between a Biſhop at Large, an 
Biſhop in the Chriſtian Church, and a Bi 
Dioceſs, and conſider him only as One who is Superiour to - 
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ding One with Epiſcopal Authority, and ſometimes Another, 
is (I verily believe) . Reaſon, why it is ſo difficult to 
know who were the fir Biſhops of thoſe Places: For we meet 
with no ſuch Difficulties after the Apoſtolical Age, when Bi- 
ſhops were every where ſettled, and the Limits of their Furiſ- 
diction afſignd. But this can be no Objection againſt the Bi. 
vine Right of Epiſcopecy; for the Office of a Bifhop implies 
only a Superiority of Order and Juriſdiction, to whom alone 
the Power of Ordination belongs: But the Relation of a Bi- 
ſhop to this or that particular Dioceſs or Diſtrict, is not ab- 

kn that I contend for is, that the Power 


of Ordination, which was given by Chrift to his Apoſtles, was 
by them convey*d to none but fuch as muſt be acknowledg'd 2 
iftin& and ſuperiour Order to that of Presbyters And con- 


ſequently, ſuch alone are inveſted with that Power, For to 


Govern in the Church of God is not ſo peculiar to Brſhops, but 


Presbyters and others may do this by their Appointment, and 


in Subordination to them; as the moſt zealous Aſſetters of E- 
piſcopacy have granted. „% 33 
If then, according to the 7 Account we diſtinguiſn 
| a Biſhop with Reſtraint, a 
thop of a particular 


ey and has the Sole Right of Ordination, we ſhall 
find that all the material Objections againſt the Divine Inſtitu- 
tion of Epiſcopacy may eaſily be anſwer d. ER 


And now, I preſume, I have made it very plain, that None 
but ſuch as receive Ordination from the Hands of thoſe we now 
call Biſhops, have any Authority to miniſter in Holy Things; 
ſince the Power of Ordination is appropriated to this highe# 


Order in the Chriſtian Church. And to what has been ſaid, 


1 1 for farther Proof, add the 25 Teſtimony of all 
Chriſtendom for near Fifteen Hundred Venrs together; and 


challenge our Adverſaries, to produce one Inſtance of a valid 


Ordination by Presbyters for all that Time. The Story of 
the Scottiſh Culdees, and all others of a like Nature, have been 
abundantly confuted and expoſed : And (I think) Iſchyras is 
the only certain Inſtance in all Antiquity of a Perſon's Offi- 
ciating in Holy Things with a bare Presbyterian OE : 
= ut 
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22 A Viſitation SER MON, 
But he was no ſooner diſcover d, bur he was diſcarded, and all 
that he had done declar'd null and vid *, As for Aerius, 
tho lie ſtifly cantended for an Equality between. Presbyters 
and Biſhops, yet I do not remeniber, that, tho” a Presbyter . 
himſelf, he ever pretended to Ordain others, or that any of his 
Followers efficiated upon ſuch an Ordination But however 
that be, this Hereſy expired quickly after its Riſe; for it be- 
gan and ended in the latter part of the Furth Century Tf. 
Now, it ſeems very ſtrange, if Epiſcopagy were not of Di- 
dine Inſtitution, ow it ſhould prevail over all the World, 
and Presbyters tamely give up their Right, without any 
Cumplaint, or ſo much as leaving any Thing upon Record, to 
witneſs their Original Authority to After-Ages. In a Word, 
we have as much Reaſon to believe the Divine Inſtitution of 
Epiſcopacy, and that the Power of Ordination is appro- 
priated to that Order, as we have to believe the Divine 


Inſtitution of the Lord's Dar, W and of the 4*f 


Cannon vf Scripture : Nay, as we have to believe the neceſ. 
ſary Continuance of any one poſitive Ordinance in the Goſpel. 
It Men will exerciſe their Wit and Fancy, and ply the 
whole Force of their Uhderſtand ing, they may raiſe plauſible 
Obje&ions againſt the plaine t Truths. But this I dare ſay, 
that the Pivine Authority of Eprſc:pacy can't be queſtioned 
without weakning the Foundations of Chriffianity it ſelf: For 
Eo dit 
— — - — — 
* The Third Council of Alexandria, held R. D. 324. pro- 
nounce him a mere Layman; becauſe his Ordainer Colluthus, 
| being only a Presb;ter, had no Authority to ordain. The Sy. 
nod of Sardica paſs the ame Sentence, and call Ifchyras, 
O 7724u77'vn? gs, One full of all Wickedueſs. And Socrates 
terms this Fact, a Crime deſerving a Vhonſand Deaths; His 
Words are, i EVDEL 1.4 FELYML VIV OANDY Sava 
4 flo : O £ To WOT: 7e le TU "wv, 70 TY 
TleerauTios uae taury | ede UE, TH Ieg lg 5 
TezTlev $75 uno: Cid. Athanaſ. Apol. 2. de fuga ſua. 
Hiſt. L.1C.. 27. f Vide Bevereg. Cod. Can. Vind. C. II. 
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it ſtands upon the ſame Foot with the Authority of the-Holy _ 
Scriptures 5 and the ſame Arguments that confirm the One, as 
effectually eſtabliſh the Other. | Cf NEW 


No then, to/um up the Evidence: A Commiſſion to Or- 
dam was given to None but the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors. 
And to exiend it to any inferiour Order, is without Warrant in 

Nature or Antiquity; for every Commiſſion is naturally exclis- 
Z ſive of all Perſons, except thoſe to when: it is given. So that, 
45 fince it does not appear that the Commiſſion to rdain, which 
I the Apoſtles received from our Sauiour, was ever granted to 
any but ſuch as muſt be acknowledg'd to be of a ſreperiour Or- 
der to that of Presbyters (which Order is the ſame. with that of 
thoſe we now call Biſhops) ; therefore it follows, that No O- 
thers have any Pretenec thereunto : And conſequently, None 
but ſuch as are ordained by a Biſhop, can have a Title to mi- 
niſter in the Chriſtian Church. 1 | 


„ 


And now, I hope, 1 have given ſome Satis fact ion concerning | 
the T'wo Points I propos d to ſpeak to. I thall therefore briefly 
conſider their proper Inferences, and ſo conclude. Fi 


I. Then, From what has been ſaid, we may Infer, The 
prodigious Folly and Madneſs of thoſe Perſons, who, in Dil: 
courſe or Writing, labour to expoſe the Goſpel-Miniftry to 
 Scorn and Contempt. He that deſpiſes you, ſays our Saviour, 
Luke 10. 16. deſpiſes Me, and he that deſpiſes Me, deſpiſes 
Him that ſent Ale. Every Reflection on the frue Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, ultimately terminates in God himſelf: But when, 
as 'tis natural, Men proceed from hence to burleſque the Dz- 
vine Inſtitutions themſelves, w make Comical Repreſentations 
of the Sacraments, and even to ridicule the Authority of the 
Holy Scriptures, tho never ſo lily, and by oblique Inſinuati- 

ons, this ts a Flying. in the Face of God, a Deſpifing his Wiſdom 

an Qutraging his Majeſty, and a Daring his Vengeance; and 
argues a Man to be at the End of his Chain, and to have gone 
his utmoſt Lengths in Impiety. Now, fince all Szu is Folly, 

this mult be the Height ot Indiſcretion, and the Extremity of 

Madnes, Tis — by frequent Repetitions, Men may 
1 VVV grow 


: _ to 
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to that degree, as to take Pleaſure in ſuch Exceſſes: And the 


Ambition of etting a Name, heading a Aa and being rs 
ir 


ted Wits and Free Thinkers, may conſiderably heighten t 


Satisfaction: However, the pleaſant Scene will quickly be ſhif- 
ted, and eternal Hofror ſucceed in its ſtead ; And *tis a wild 
Bargain, for the fake of a little mamentary Mirth to expoſe 


one's ſelf to Everlaſting Miſery. But Perſons of this Character 
are not to be dealt with in the Way of Reaſon and Argument. 
A Jef with them will weigh down a Demonſtration ; and the 
bare tun; of Prieſt and Prieſ- Craft, will be thought a full 
that can be offer d for their Conviction. : 

Tube foregoing Conſiderations ſhould oblige Men to be 
nicely cautious how they take upon em to adminiſter the Sa- 
craments, or exerciſe any other Holy Function in the Chriſtian 
Church, without a Divine Commiſſion. For this 15 to coun- 
terfeit the Broad Seal of Heaven, and to commit Treaſon a- 
gainſt the Meſt High: And tho? ſuch Perſons may not meet 


with a Temporal, yet they can never eſcape an Eternal Ven- 
geance. Under the Fewrſh Diſpenſation, God was wont to 


vindicate the Honour of the Prięſt hood by a ſudden Execution 
on thoſe who invaded it: For N Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments being the nin Sanction o 

proper and agreeable Method. But the Goſpel being chiefly 


_ eſtabliſfd on the Regards of Eternity, God Almighty does not 
think fit preſently to exert his Power on ſuch Occaſions. How- 
ever, ſince (as L have ſhewn) the * of the Miniſtry 


under the Goſpel is an equal, nay, a far greater Crime than 
it was under the Law, we may conclude, that the longer the 
Puniſhment is deferr'd, the heavier it will be when it comes. 


Men ſhould therefore be well aſſured of the Validity of their 


Commiſſion, before they preſume to act upon it. Eſpecially 
conſidering the intollerable Miſchietes , which neceſſarily attend 


the Uſurpation of the Sacred Character: For when Perſons 


pretend to be Miniſters of the Goſpel, without having received 


their Commiſſion,accorduF to Dzvine Appointment, as they are 
guilty of Sacriledge in 1 Office to which they have 

no Title, ſo all that they do in t 
fectnal: And conſequently, thoſe who are their Followers 5 
| - 


at Capacity is nul and inef- 


2 


the Law, this was the moſt 


i e e , 


th ek 2a ” 


Preach d at Okehampton. 25 
Jed into a moſt dangerous State, fince, for want of receiving 
the Ordinauces of our Saviour from commiſſion'd Hands, they 
have no Aſſurance of being under the Go pel. Covenant, or of 
artaking of any vnꝰ Divine Grace; fo that their Salvation is 
Aoubtful, as depending wholly on the #ncouenanted Mercy of 
God. And from hence „„ 
III. We may infer the great Reaſonableneſs and even Veceſ- 
ſity of a conſtant Communion with the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
And here I earneſtly deſire all Perſons to conſider this Matter 


ſeriouſly, as becomes thoſe who have any Love for their own 


and others Souls. ou who have Epi ſcopal Orders are Jam 
fully commiſſioned to Preach, and adminiſter the Sacraments; 
as is acknowledged on l Hands: And conſequently, thoſe 

who ave baptiz'd by them, are undoubtedly admitted into te 
Chriſtian Church, and have a Title, by virtue of the Divine 
Promiſe, to all the Benefits and Bleſſings of the Goſpel. On the 


other ſide, thoſe who have ao ſuch Orders, can't prove their 


Authority to do any of the fore- mentioned Acts, there being no 


Inſtance in Scripture of ny beſides an Epiſcopal Ordination g 
and the Chriſtian Church, for Fifteen Hundred Years, has al- 


lowed of no other. So that, take it in the moſt favoureble. 
Conſtru&ion, all the Miniſtrations of thoſe who diſſent from 


us are queſtionable; there is no Certainty that any thing they 


do in Holy Matters is valid. Thoſe, therefore, who join them- 
ſelves to them, and have their Children Baptia d by them, 
maſt run the greateſt Riſque, and put their own and their Chil- 
dren's yp upon a dſputable Point. Now, who that has 
any Regard to his Eternal Interèſt, any Senſe of the Happineſs 
and Miſery ot another World, any Conſideration of the Bleſ- 
ſed State of being in Covenant with God, would thus chooſe 


an Uncertainty, and lay the whole Streſs of his Chriſtianity up- 


on a doubtful Perhaps, when he may, if he pleaſes, take the 

ſure and certain Way, and partake of the Goſpel-Ordinances 
from 5 ? So that a conſtant Cemmunion 
with the Eſtabliſbed Church is not fo indiffereat a Matter as 
ſome would make it, but an zndiſpenſable Duty, and which 
no one, who regards his Soul as much as he does his Body or 
Eſtate, would ever neglect. In temporal Caſes we alway judge 


it reaſonable, and our Duty, to take the. ſafeſt Courſe ; And 


why mould we be ſo imprudent, as not to do the fame in our 
ſpiritual Coneerns ? | | 
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But the Natures of Things will not be chang'd by bur Opini- 
ons of them. To take the ſafeft and ſecure;t Method in order 
to our Happineſs, is both the plaineſt and moſt reaſonable Prin- 
Eiple we can act by Conſequently, fince the Miniſters of the 
EnaWinyd Church have an undonbted Commiſſion, and all o- 
thers who have not Epiſcopal Ordination a very uncertain one, 

if any at all, 'tis ſafeſt, and therefore moſt reaſo able and ne- 
deſſary, conſtantly to communicate with this Church. And all 
this even upon the largeft Conceſſton s. 


But then, if well believe the Prim Fathers, 
certainly Men N and Judgment, 4s Wel. as Honeſty 
and Integrity, the Caſe of thoſe who joyn themſelves to Paſtors 
that have no lawful Ordination und uch are al **2ſe who 
have not receiv'd their Commiſſion from Epi ſcot al Hands, as is 
before prov'd) is much worſe. St. Ignatius, who wrote within 

4 * Years after out Saviour, having re. kon d up the 
Three Orders of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, expreſly tells us, 
that without theſe, there can be no Church, wo Canftregation 
of Saints, no Holy Aſſemblies. Again, F Whoever belong to 
God and Jeſus Chrift, mutt be in Coneniion with the Ri- 
ſhop. Be not deceiv'd (my Brethien he that joyns himſelf to 


' Thoſe who make Diviſions cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. 
And tarther I he aſſures us, that d one Can ds any Thing that 


' pertains to the Church without the Fiſhop. And, that none but 
the Biſhop, and ſuch as ate conſtituted and 9:4aiwd bj" hin, 
aue Authority to adminiſter the Sacraments of Bapti'ne and 


*he Lords-ſupper. And, that the 'Miniſtratins of al others are 


l and ineffetual. nd thoſe who maintain rhe contrary Opi- 


- 


| 3 the Will of God, (he favs) and are to be ab nded by 
p 


all ghd Chriſtiuns. This, and miteh more'to the fame” purpoſe, 


Was writ by that H ly Man jus as he was about to ſtiffer Mar 


tyrdom It would be endleſs 'injdeed to tranſcribe the diſmal 
Accounts, which both Le and ite other Fathers give of this 
Matter. They call it the ghet Rebelliny againſt, Ged, a Sin 
of the higheZ Nature, and which will ſubje& Men to the hea- 
viel Puniſhment : They tell us, that the Crime of thoſe who 
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7 know how tenacious moſt People are of thoſe Principles and 
Practices they have been bred up in, ard long accuſtom d to- 


itive Fathers, Wh6 were 


ftianity 


Ly 
{ 


alſociated theinſelves to Corah, Dathau and Abiram, and of 
Nadgb and Abihu, does not equal it; and they particularly 
anſwer all the Excuſes which are made by our Modern Diſſen- 
fers, ſuch as their holding the ſame Faith, uling the ſame 
Form of Baptiſm, and agreemg in all the Eſſentials of Chri- 
"They take Notice df the Pleas of better Ediſication, 
a purer Way of Worſhip, 8c. and largely ſhew the Unreaſon- 
ablenefs of them all &. It therefore the Sentiments of thoſe Ex- 
cellent Men, who ſhed their Blood for the Cauſe of God, be 
true, (and certainly we have no Reaſon to diſbelieve em) who, 
that has any Regard to God or his Soul, would ever join him- 
ſelf to any other Communion than that of the Efabliſh'd 
.. Church, where he is in a ſafe Way to Salvation, the Piſſenters 
"themſelves being Judges? Who would forſate the Means of 
Grace, and thereby forfeit the Hope of Glory ? _ , 


IV. From what has been ſaidl it is natural to infer, that the 


e 5 


jj . A» Bt Os © 


Maintaining the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, is a Point of the 
_ greateſt Conſequence, not _ the Well-being, but even Be- 
ing of the Chriſtian Church; ſince, without it, all valid Ordi- 
nation ceaſes ; and then the Promiſes and Bleſſings of the Go- 
ſpel become very uncertain to us, and (for all we know) who 
ly void, and of no Effect. Unleſs (ſays St, Chryſoftom ) we 
are aſſured of the Validity of our Orders, all that we do ſigni- 
fes nothing. We e therefore (as he goes on) to dontend as 
earneſtly for a valid Ordination, as we do for the Faith it 
Self. For (ſays he) if Perſons intrude into the Sacred Of. 
fice, and take upan them to Ordain without a Commiſſion, 
"this naturally deftroys Altar, Ghurch and Prieſtho:d. And 
then what will become of Chriſtianity it ſelf? This Doctrine 
may perhaps ſound harſh in ſome Mens Ears, and be called 
Want of Charity, or by ſome other invidious Name; but ſure- 
ly, to adhere to the Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity, and not to- 
Complement away the Truths of the Goſpel, can never juſtly 
be term'd a breach of that, or any other Chriſtian Virtue. 
For tho? Lukewarmneſs may in an Age of Liberty and 3 
: , E 


* Vid. Cyprian. Ep. 69, 73, 74. Edit. Oxon. Et de unitate 
Eccleſ. Chryſ. in Epheſ. 4. Tom. 3. p. 822, & c. Optat. & Au- 
uſtin. contra Donatiſt paſſim. Geſta Collat, Carthag. at ud 

Pin. p. 255 & c. T Loc. Citat. e 
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vitdicate the Do&rines d Uſages of our excellently Reform um-:· 

* Church upon n all; roper Occafions, Will Klee re, 
cdu Saviour (the beſt and moſt impartial, Judge) inconſiſtent ©. 

with true 3 and Moderation, but rather great an 5 
ing Inflatices of And as for Us & the Clergy, be 

- © Buſideſs itisto interpret the Seriptur tures, and truly to ae, 
the Mind of God, what a Toad of: Guult'ſhatl we | 
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mours of the Ape, or to any other Temppral, © Conſid 1 | 
It therefore highly concerns Us, and all Others, eff peciallyzh 
fe are of Character and Figure in the World, and and whole * 7% | 
Lac hah is of a large Influence, to be well eftadliſh'd i in-cthePrin= 1 5 

5 of Religion; that ſo we may be true to the Church. our #1 

and engage others to be ſo too 7. 7 

Thbere are ſeveral other uſeful I exences, which ani {| 
follow from the foregoing Diſcourſe; but I have treſpaſſed enn 
Jo Patience too much already, and therefore ſhall comprige & | 
khem all in that extenſive Inference of St. Paul, which equally ' {| 
2 all Orders and Degrees of Men whatſoever ; 1 Cor. 15 
8. Wherefore, my Beloved Brethren, be ye fled 2 5 Ammo- 

Vie, always ref. in the Work of the Lord; far us e 2 
45 "Je 2 that your Labour is not in vain in the L. 2 
Naw to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, three. Per ſant 2 1 
one God, be. 2 „45 ig lr due, all ee =: 

3 Might, Majefy, as E now e ever. . 


Boni Aber, af, Ae us Rehe e beratori 
faut Gaftra defendere.. Glory /iDugis eff Commis bi Signs 
a | defe dere. Vid. Cyprian. 2 Edit. Oxon. f Merito | 
in lies ſingulos Schu male 2 ereſes efes ſurgunt,. um #lis ' | 

© Advocatione quorundan. .C Au oritas . 1. 2 22 firmi- © | 

| aum ber- AM 
tas protiitur, dum id quod contra Eccleſam Nui geritur in. 

e . 1 vindicatar:. TIS n. Hp: "4 i Pas 
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